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SUB J : HUMAN RIGHTS— ROMANIAN HUNGER STRIKER HOSPITALIZED 
IN GRAVE CONDITION 

REF: USUN 3312 

1. BEGINNING SEPT 18 POPESCU, ROMANIAN REFUGEE STAGING HUNGER 
STRIKE OUTSIDE UN, BEGAN TO COMPLAIN OF CHEST PAINS. FOLLOWING 
DAY SEPT 19 ROMANIAN PRIEST CALLED DOCTOR WHO FOUND POPESCU'S 
HEART ACTION ARRYTHMIC AND FAST BUT HUNGER STRIKER REFUSED HOS- 
PITALIZATION. SEPT 19 FOUND HIM TOO WEAK TO MOVE, WITH CHEST 
PAINS BECOMING MORE ACUTE. PRIEST, ASSISTED BY NYC POLICE, THEN 
TOOK POPESCU IN HIS CAR TO JEWISH MEMORIAL HOSPITAL WHERE HE IS 
REPORTED IN GRAVE CONDITION AND BEING FED INTRAVENOUSLY. HEART 
CONDITION ALMOST CERTAINLY BROUGHT ON BY PROLONGED FASTING. 

2. FURTHER US PRESS COVERAGE LIKELY AND RADIO FREE EUROPE 
BROADCAST ON SUBJECT CERTAIN. DEPT MAY WISH INFORM ROMANIAN 
EMBASSY THIS DEVELOPMENT AND ASCERTAIN 

WHETHER GOR HAS ADEQUATELY 

CONSIDERED IMPLICATIONS OF POPESCU'S HUNGER STRIKE AND POSSIBLE 
DEATH OF ROMANIA'S INTERNATIONAL IMAGE IN GENERAL. 
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